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Maitai shared 
pathway fully reopen

Nelson City Council has extended the deadline for submissions to Plan Change 29 
(PC29) in response to community feedback that people need more time to read 
the information. 
PC29 opened for public submissions 
on 11 August 2023 and was expected 
to close to submissions on 19 
September 2023. The closing date has 
been extended until 31 October 2023, 
allowing an extra six weeks for people 
to make submissions.  

Council is proposing changing 
parts of the Nelson Resource 
Management Plan (NRMP) through 
PC29 to introduce more flexibility 
around housing rules. The changes 
are being made in response to 
population growth, demand for 
housing in the region, and to fulfill 
Council’s obligations under central 
government’s National Policy 
Statement for Urban Development 
(NPS-UD) 2020. 

Under this national direction, 
Council must ensure Nelson grows 
into a well-functioning environment 
that can provide for sufficient housing 
capacity to meet growth pressures. 
Nelson’s population is estimated 
to increase by an additional 11,860 
people and 6,470 households by 
2051, representing an approximate 27 
per cent population growth over the 
2020–2051 period. 

The main objective of proposed 

Plan Change 29 is to amend the 
NRMP to implement the NPS-UD by 
supporting housing delivery and the 
provision of well-functioning urban 
environments within Nelson, while 
ensuring that natural hazard risks are 
appropriately managed and historic 
heritage is protected. 

Nelson Mayor Nick Smith says 
feedback from a public meeting held 
Thursday 7 September and a session 
at the Nelson Market Saturday 2 
September was that Nelsonians 
are feeling overwhelmed by the 
complexity of the plan change, need 
more time, and do not support the 
scale of intensification proposed in 
residential areas. 

“These are big changes that 
will shape the future of Nelson for 
decades, and the best way to get 
it right is to ensure there is strong 
community input. The extra six 
weeks will enable people to become 
more familiar with the detail of the 
proposals and make better-informed 
submissions. 

“These issues are difficult because 
there is opposition to further housing 
developments on the Waimea 
Plains, opposition to developments 

such as the Maitai Valley as well 
as multistorey developments in 
existing residential areas, yet we 
must accommodate more housing 
to address the chronic shortage and 
population growth. 

“The message I took from the 
public meeting is that Plan Change 
29 will need to be significantly 
revised. Our goal, through the 
public submissions on the extended 
timetable, the further submissions 
early next year, and the hearings mid 
next year, is to take on board these 
concerns and revise this into a plan 
that has broad public support.” 

To assist during the extended 
submission period, Council officers 
will be organising a series of 
neighbourhood workshops, or 
drop-in sessions. These will be 
advertised shortly.  Council Planners 
can also be contacted for one-
on-one appointments by emailing 
environmental.planning@ncc.govt.nz 
or phoning 03 546 0200.

Go to shape.nelson.govt.nz/plan-
change-29 for more information on 
Plan Change 29, including a detailed 
FAQ and the ability to ask questions 
live.  

Plan Change 29 submission 
time extended 

Thursday's public meeting was attended by approximately 350 people.



Scenes from Nelson's Four Lanes Festival 

Plan Change 30 Airport Runway Extension further 
submissions open 
Three independent commissioners have been appointed by Nelson City Council to conduct the hearing of 
submissions received on proposals to extend the Nelson Airport runway and make associated changes to the 
Nelson Resource Management Plan. 

Lawyer Helen Atkins will be the panel Chair and she 
will be accompanied by Lindsay Daysh and David 
McMahon. The panel has the relevant and required 
experience to consider Plan Change 30 and the 
Notice of Requirement which were publicly notified 
on 10 June 2023.

Mandy Bishop, Group Manager Environmental 
Management, says some 470 submissions have been 

received from the Nelson community and beyond.
“All submissions have been reviewed and 

summarised and further submissions on Plan Change 
30 are now invited. Following receipt of further 
submissions, the Council is required to prepare all the 
necessary assessment reports. A hearing is expected 
to occur in early 2024.”

Further submissions will be accepted until 25 

September 2023 at 4PM. Go to shape.nelson.
govt.nz/plan-change-30-nelson-airport-runway-
extension/further-submissions for more information. 
Please note that this summary does not include 
submissions received on the Nelson Airport Ltd 
Notice of Requirement (NOR) application. The RMA 
does not allow for further submissions on an NOR 
application.
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Recovery funding of $12.3m 
announced for Nelson
Central government has offered a package of recovery 
measures for Nelson following the severe weather event in 
August 2022, including a buyout deal for damaged homes 
and 50% of the funding required to remediate slips so the 
land they are on is more resilient to future events.

Homeowners who are experiencing acute financial 
hardship as they are not able to return to their 
homes will also be eligible for an accommodation 
allowance in line with that received by people in 
similar circumstances in the North Island following 
Cyclone Gabrielle. 

Further funding of $300,000 has been provided 
to cover a 10-year monitoring programme for the 
Tahunanui slump. 

Nelson Mayor Nick Smith says he is relieved 
that the Government has offered equivalent storm 
damage support for Nelson as for North Island 
affected communities. 

“It means Nelson families still displaced where 
their insurance has run out for paying for alternative 

housing will get an accommodation allowance. 
These families are doing it very tough with mortgage 
costs soaring on their unliveable damaged home 
and paying rent on another house in Nelson’s tight 
housing market. 

“It also means the government will assist 50/50 
on buyouts of up to 14 properties where the cost to 
make them safe exceeds their value. I will now need 
to progress approvals for Council’s 50% share at our 
Council meeting in September. These families were in 
limbo, but we now have a pathway forward. 

“The Government has also agreed to my request 
for 50% of the betterment costs of improving the 
resilience of 18 landslides on Council land. This 
offsets a $6m cost for all Nelson ratepayers. This 

funding was previously declined but the reversal is 
welcome.” 

Mayor Smith extended his thanks to Finance 
Minister Grant Robertson for this support and Nelson 
MP Rachel Boyack for her advocacy for Nelson.  

“I also want to publicly acknowledge Group 
Manager Infrastructure Alec Louverdis and the NCC 
storm recovery team, the DPMC Cyclone Recovery 
team, and fellow NCC Storm Recovery Taskforce 
Members Councillors Trudie Brand and Matty 
Anderson for helping achieve this further step on the 
road to recovery.” 

Nelson City Council will decide whether to accept 
the Government’s offer at its next Council meeting in 
September. 

Maitai shared pathway fully reopen for public use 
Nelson City Council has completed a project to widen the Maitai shared pathway, which is now fully open 
to the public.

The work was completed using Transport Choices 
funding from central government. Overall cost for 
the final stage of the project was under budget 
at $204,000. The funding that was saved will be 
reallocated into other Transport Choices projects. 

The 2km long path, which connects the Trafalgar 
Centre, via Nile Street, to the Maitai River, is popular 
with cyclists and pedestrians. The first section 
of the shared pathway, from Trafalgar Centre to 
Collingwood Street, was constructed in 2014.

However, Council received feedback from the 
community that the path was too narrow, with 
reports of injuries occurring when people moved to 
make way for others. The narrow width of the path 
discouraged use by pedestrians, cyclists, and people 
with mobility scooters.

Nelson Mayor Nick Smith says he is delighted the 
project has been completed so quickly and under 
budget.

"This improved pathway is about Nelson making 
more of our connections with the beautiful Maitai 
River. It is also about improving the opportunities for 
walking and cycling around our city and retaining 
our status as New Zealand’s most active city. 

“The Maitai River pathway is one of my favourite 
cycling, running and walking routes. I’m looking 
forward to using it during my regular training runs 
from Civic House over the Centre of New Zealand 
and up the Maitai Valley.”

Provincial Growth funding in 2020 enabled a 
section of the path from Collingwood Street to the 
Bridge Street bridge to be widened from 1.5m to 
2.5m.

Widening this final section of the pathway, from 
the Bridge Street bridge to Nile Street, via Domett 
Street, was funded by Transport Choices, an 
investment package designed to help local Councils 
begin immediate work to reduce emissions.

The funding enabled Council to fast-track projects 

that support a rapid shift to more sustainable and 
active modes across several investment areas.

Group Infrastructure Manager Alec Louverdis 
says the Maitiai shared path upgrades align with 
Council’s priorities.

“These upgrades meet with our priority to ensure 
sure we can all travel safely and efficiently around 
our city. The Maitai shared pathway upgrade is one 
of many projects we’re doing around Nelson to make 
improvements for pedestrians and cyclists as part of 
E Tū Whakatū, our Active Travel Strategy. The goal 
of that strategy is to give people the genuine choice 
to walk, cycle or use public transport.”

Nelson has also received Transport Choices 

funding for other projects, including the eBus waiting 
room upgrade at Bridge Street, newly installed 
eReaders at selected bus stops, and bus shelters 
that will be installed over the coming year.

“The Government’s Transport Choices package is 
designed to help cities become more people-friendly 
places to work, live and visit,” says Nelson MP, Rachel 
Boyack.  

“This new pathway gives residents the opportunity 
to choose different ways to get to where they need 
to go. Upgrading and expanding shared pathways 
for more users will help reduce emissions and 
support us to meet the Government’s emissions 
reduction targets.”

Nelson Mayor Nick Smith, Nelson MP Rachel Boyack, residents of Domett Street and the team from Isaac Construction take a walk down 
the upgraded Maitai Shared Pathway on Domett Street. 
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What are the express 
routes?  
We have two express routes! The 
express buses are the Motueka/
Wakefield routes. Between 
Richmond and Nelson, the 
express buses will ONLY stop at 
Nelson Hospital.

If the number on the display is 
5 or 6, then it's an express route. 
The best way to tell if it’s your bus 
is by using the live tracker.

Where can I get a Bee 
Card?
There are several places you can 
get a Bee Card around Nelson 
Tasman, but you can’t top them 
up everywhere.

You can purchase and top-up 
a Bee Card as well as add 
concessions (eg. Community 
Services Card) at the following 
places: Motueka Library, 
Richmond Library, Tasman 
District Council, Stoke Library, 
Nelson Elma Turner Library, 
Nelson City Council and online 
at beecard.co.nz. The bus driver 

can also top your card up but 
with cash only.

If you live in Mapua or 
Wakefield, you can purchase a 
Bee Card from your local Four 
Square, but you would need to 
top-up your card online or on the 
bus.

If you have any enquiries 
you can go to the Tasman 
District Council Service Centre in 
Richmond or Nelson City Council. 

How do I know if it’s my bus?
The live tracking function on the 
ebus.nz website might be the 
handiest function on the whole 
site! Select the route you’re 
traveling on, and it will show you 
on the map where each bus is, 
and where it will be stopping 
next. You’ll be able to track the 
bus in real time. The running 
display on the front of each bus 
will also show you which route it 
is, and which direction, whether 
it’s northbound, southbound, 
east or west. The display will also 
show you the express routes.

Sounds delicious,  
but it’s weedy
Chocolate vine, or akebia 
(Akebia quinata) was once 
popular with Kiwi gardeners who 
grew it up and along walls and 
trellises. Unfortunately, its bad 
habit of ‘jumping the fence’ and 
smothering forest means it is 
banned from sale or distribution 
around the country. Under 
favourable conditions Akebia can 
grow more than 10m in a season, 
strangling its host plants and 
starving them of light. 

The leaves have five rounded 
leaflets with a little notch in each 
tip. Scented purple flowers with 
three petals appear in spring.

It's still a fairly uncommon 
weed in Nelson, but in the areas 
it has got to it is spreading with 
vigour. There are a few properties 
that have maintained Akebia 
for many years, however, based 
on the impacts in other areas, 
we are trying to locate and 
remove all vines to reduce the 
risk of spread (including the well-
manicured ones). 

If you have seen this vine 
growing wild, please let Council’s 
biosecurity officer know. If you 
have it in your garden, please 
consider having it removed and 
replacing it with something less 

weedy. 
If you think you have seen the 

plant in your neighbourhood, 
please call the Council office, or 
drop an email to biosecurity@
ncc.govt.nz and a biosecurity 
officer will call you back. 
Snapping some clear pictures of 
the plant in question is often a 
great help. 

More information on the 
effects and control of Akebia can 
be found here: weedbusters.org.
nz/what-are-weeds/weed-list/
chocolate-vine-or-akebia 

One month of eBus 

Top three eBus questions

There were 68,000 journeys on 
Nelson Tasman’s new eBus service 
during it’s first month of operation, an 
impressive 68% increase compared 
with the average monthly usage from 
the last seven months (January to 
July) of NBus.

Xander (5), Jayden (7) and Hadley 
(5) and their mum Lisa are among the 
recent converts to travelling by bus.  

"We had never used the bus before. 
I have a wee Mazda Demio and my 
partner has a big gas guzzling SUV, 
we used the eBus for the first time on 
launch day and haven’t looked back,” 
says Lisa.  

“With the cost of putting petrol in 
two cars, we’ve just found it so much 
cheaper to use the bus, and we’ve 
been able to use the cost of petrol to 
do fun things with the boys instead.

“We use it in the mornings to take 
Xander and Jayden to school. We 
board route 3 from Victory, then 
change to route 2 at the Interchange 
and bus to school, it only costs me $1 
each way because the boys are free 
and they love it, Hadley jumps up and 
down waving at the bus every time 
we see it.” 

“We took it to see the Mako!” 
added 7-year-old Jayden.

Patronage on the service 
continued to climb across the month 
with a 16% increase from week one to 
week four.  Between the launch of the 
service on Tuesday 1 August, and the 
end of the first month, Thursday 31 
August, there was an increase of 675 
journeys a day. The newly introduced 
Motueka and Wakefield routes are 

also proving to be popular with close 
to 3,000 journeys on the Motueka 
route alone across the month. 

“These strong and growing 
numbers through the first month show 
the new eBus service is succeeding,” 
says Nelson Mayor Nick Smith. 

“We want to encourage even more 
people to give it a try so the growth 
continues. Nelsonians’ budgets are 
under extraordinary pressure with 
petrol now nudging $3 a litre and 
using the eBus can help some family 
budgets. 

“The eBuses have made a great 
start but there have been a few 
bumps. We are going to be continuing 
to improve the service with more 
covered shelters and refinements in 
timetables and routes.” 

Nelson City Council has been 
asking for feedback on the timetable 
and bus stops and has received 231 
contributions through Shape Nelson 
and 293 contributions through 
customer services.  

“The transport and customer 
service teams are working through 
the submissions,” says Group 
Infrastructure Manager Alec 
Louverdis. “We now have four weeks 
of real-time data that we can use 
to refine our timetables and make 
improvements where possible. There 
are processes that both Councils now 
need to go through before we can 
implement any major changes, but 
we will be looking at one of the issues 
most commonly raised – an earlier 
Route 1 and 2 service from Nelson to 
Richmond."

Your OnDemand 
bus service that’s 
easy, convenient 
and reliable

Personalised 
transport in the 
palm of your hand

Book directly from 
your phone

Pay for your ride 
using your BeeCard

Scan for more 
information

4   our.nelson.govt.nz Issue 178  •  13 September 2023

Nelson – A Smart Little City  •  He Tāone Tōrire a Whakatū OUR NELSON



The large attendance at the Trafalgar Centre 
last week and opposition to proposed Plan 
Change 29 requires we pause and better 
engage with our community on the rules 
that will shape the future development in our 
city. It also reinforced to me how hard it is to 
resolve Nelson’s housing problem.

There is strong opposition to using more 
of the highly fertile Waimea Plains when 
horticulture is so important to the region’s 
economy. The Maitahi Bayview development, 
Plan Change 28, triggered the “Save the 
Maitai” campaign from people who wanted to 
protect its rural character.

Plan Change 29 proposes intensification, 
enabling more homes on existing sections 
and multi-storey townhouse and apartment 
developments. The concerns with 
intensification are that it comes with more 
shade, loss of views, less green space and the 
loss of older buildings.

Some people want to avoid these 
difficult choices by disputing the population 
projections for Nelson or wanting to stop 
growth. The population of Nelson-Tasman 
has been growing by about 1000 people 
a year for the 33 years I have been a local 
MP or Mayor. People are going to continue 
to move here because of our sunny climate, 
diverse industries, creative culture, natural 
environment, and safe and caring community.

Plan Change 29 is largely based on 
the Nelson Tasman Future Development 
Strategy that was adopted by the previous 
Council in August 2022. It detailed six-storey 
housing in residential areas such as behind 
the Cathedral, Nelson South and Central 
Stoke that is now causing so much angst. 
Public submissions were focused on the 
high-level strategy and were distracted by 
the controversy over the Maitai Valley. The 
effect on specific neighbourhoods was not 
adequately discussed. The community is not 
opposed to all high-rise apartments but want 
more thought into where they’re built.

I also worry that we are relying too much 
on digital communication and information. 
We need more face-to-face engagement. 
That is why I initiated Council having a 
monthly presence at the Nelson Market 
and the public meeting last week. We have 
extended the time for public submissions by 
six weeks until 31 October and will provide 
additional community info drop-in sessions.

Nelson is going to need to grow up and 
out to meet future housing needs. The way 
forward is getting intensification in the right 
place and formulating the right rules to ensure 
we get quality developments. We know we 
have lots of work to do to get this plan right.

Mayor's Message

Mayor Nick Smith

Pōwhiri held for former refugee 
community
Members of Nelson’s former refugee community were welcomed onto 
Whakatū Marae last week, Wednesday 6 September, by Kaumātua Luke 
Katu, Jane du Feu, and Melanie McGregor. 

Voters may demand poll on 
electoral systems (STV and FPP)
Under Section 28(1) of the Local Electoral Act 2001, those who are 
enrolled to vote in Nelson have the right to demand a poll on the 
electoral system to be used for elections of Nelson City Council.  
The choice is between the Single Transferable Vote (STV) and the  
First Past the Post (FPP) electoral systems. 
Unless a poll determines otherwise, STV will be used 
for the 2025 election of Nelson City Council, as 
resolved by the Council on 13 August 2020.

To be valid under the Act, any demand for a poll 
must:
• Be in writing
• Specify which of the two systems is proposed to 

be used for elections of Nelson City Council (STV 
or FPP)

• Be signed by at least five percent of eligible voters 
of Nelson City Council (this will require a minimum 
of 1,964 voter signatures), and

• Be delivered to the office of Nelson City Council, 
110 Trafalgar St, Nelson no later than 22 February 
2024.

NOTE: Next to their signature, everyone who signs 
a demand must also provide their full name and 
the address at which they are qualified to vote for 
Nelson City Council.

If a valid demand is received by 22 February 2024, 
the poll will be held by 21 May 2024, and will apply 
for the 2025 and 2028 triennial local elections. 

If a valid demand is received after 22 February 
2024 the poll will be held after 21 May 2024, and will 
apply for the 2028 and 2031 elections.

For further information, please contact Devorah 
Nícuarta-Smith, Deputy Electoral Officer/ Manager 
Governance and Support Services.

Email: devorah.nicuartasmith@ncc.govt.nz 
Phone: 03 546 0391

Around 90 former refugees from Colombia, 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan and Myanmar 
attended the ceremony. The group was joined 
by members of English Language Partners, New 
Zealand Red Cross, Multicultural Nelson Tasman, 
New Zealand Police and Nelson City Council.

The day began with a Pōwhiri at Whakatū Marae, 
followed by kai whakanoa (shared morning tea) and 
stories about the history of Kākati wharenui (main 
house).

Nelson has been a refugee resettlement location 
for 16 years, and around 1,800 former refugees and 
their families now call the area ‘home’.

The journey to get here, though, is a difficult one. 

For many, it begins with extraordinary hardship—
war, persecution, discrimination, racism, oppression—
that causes individuals and families to flee their 
homelands. 

Support for former refugees resettling in Nelson 
starts as soon as they arrive, with New Zealand Red 
Cross staff and volunteers greeting them at the 
airport.

Ongoing support to individuals and families 
includes help with securing housing and accessing 
healthcare, banking, English language classes, and 
employment.

Nau mai, haere mai – we welcome you to your 
new home here in Aotearoa/New Zealand.
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The fund recognised the  impact extreme 
weather events, such as in August 2022, 
had on local infrastructure and visitor 
numbers, and prioritised funding to help 
support communities to restore and 
upgrade tourism infrastructure to assist in 
their recovery. 

The three Council projects that 
received funding are the Marina 
Promenade, receiving $1,130,066, the 
Montgomery Square Toilet Renewal, 
receiving $295,412 and Marsden Valley 
Trailhead Facilities, receiving $235,370.

Nelson Mayor Nick Smith welcomed 
the funding boost, saying the combination 
of COVID-19 and the August 2022 weather 
event had severely affected tourism and 
Council’s budgets for upgrading tourism 
and community infrastructure. 

“The visitor industry is vital to Nelson’s 
economy and has taken a huge hit 
through Covid. These investments in 
tourism infrastructure help in the recovery.

“One of my key ambitions as Mayor is 
to better connect our city with the sea. 
The Marina Promenade fits well with 
planned developments for additional 
boat berths and a new sea sports facility 
in Akersten Street, and Nelson gaining 
port of entry status for international 
recreational vessels.

“Montgomery Square is an important 
tourism destination, being home to 
Nelson’s iconic Saturday Market. The toilet 
block is tired, and this funding towards an 
upgrade is welcome.

“Marsden Valley is very popular for 
walking and biking, but the trailhead 
facilities are inadequate to meet demand. 
These new parking and toilet facilities, 
along with an entrance pathway, will 
enhance the experience and make it safer 
for visitors and locals.

“This $1.6 million investment in 
improving Nelson’s facilities will benefit 
the visitor industry as well as enhancing 
our city for our own residents.”

Fiona Wilson, Chief Executive of the 
Nelson Regional Development Agency, 
says; “We were very pleased to support 
Council’s application for this funding and 
encouraged the Tourism Infrastructure 
Fund administrators to recognise the 
benefits that this suite of projects would 
provide to the hard-hit visitor sector in our 
region.

“It is really positive news to have this 
funding approved for these worthwhile 
projects. Between them, the Nelson 
Marina Promenade development, 
upgrades to the Marsden Valley 
Trailhead carpark and the Montgomery 
Square public facilities are all important 
components of the region’s offering of 
quality recreational facilities. The benefits 
will enhance recreational experiences for 
visitors and locals alike.” 

Nelson Marina Promenade – 
$1,130,066
The Marina Promenade is part of the 
Marina Masterplan and will see a new, 
five-metre-wide, family-friendly walk and 
cycleway that extends the current Maitai 
River walkway through to the start of 
the Marina facilities - café, public toilets, 
offices and visitor berths. The pathway 
will be landscaped, with provision made 
for lighting, drinking fountains and park 
benches, and art installations by local 
artists will be sought.

The pathway is envisioned to be not 
only a safe access between the city and 
the marina, but also an opportunity to 
share some of the fascinating history 
of our waterfront with the community 
and visitors. To do this, Council will be 
working with local iwi to tell the story of 
the indigenous and modern history of the 
marina area, Port Nelson and the Nelson 
Haven along the new pathway.

The estimated total cost of the first 
stage of the project is $3,570,066,  and 
work is expected to begin in April 2024.

Montgomery Square Toilet Renewal 
- $295,412
The 50-year-old Montgomery Square 
Superloo services a high number of 
visitors to Nelson’s city centre and hosts 
the Nelson Saturday Market and Monty’s 
Sunday Market as well as providing an 
area for freedom camping. Its facilities are 
used thousands of times every month. 

Proposed changes to the Superloo 
include increasing the number of 
bathroom facilities; washer and dryers, 
and lockers; adding an outdoor wash 
basin; improved heating and layout; floor 
resurfacing; a photovoltaic solar system 
and electrical and plumbing upgrades. 

An updated architectural plan is the 
next step for the project, with total costs 
and timelines to be confirmed after this.  

Marsden Valley Trailhead Facilities 
– $235,370
The planned upgrade to the southern 
end of Marsden Valley Road (Marsden 
Valley trailhead) will see the addition of 
safe car parking, an accessible toilet, and 
a new pathway from the car park to the 
trail entrance.

The improvement of the trailhead 
facilities will serve all those wishing to 
access the Barnicoat Walkway, Glider Rd 
access to the ridgeline, and other popular 
local trails including Involution and the old 
weir track. The Marsden Valley trailhead 
also links access to Aniseed Valley and 
the Silvan Forest.

The estimated total cost of the project 
is $480,740. Work is expected to begin in 
February 2024.

Councillor's Comment
Fakalofa lahi atu kia motulu 
oti. Ko e higoa haaku ko Matty 
Anderson. 

“The Generation B": Brown, 
Brainy, Beautiful, Bicultural, 
Bilingual and Bold. NZ Stats 
2018 says I am one of the 2.3% 
Pasifika we have in Nelson – 
it’s gotta be more than that. 
I’m sure you know at least a 
couple of us; we’re the good-
looking ones. 

Whakatū has for many 
years reaped benefits from 
this demographic. Our primary 
industries would struggle 
without our help, as would 
the Makos – fins up. They 
underpin the workforce for 
our horticulture and fisheries 
industries. We need them so 
badly that we fly them in. 

I wonder and worry about 
this disposable workforce. 
My grandfather passed 
away too young. He worked 
building wood burners. A lot of 
asbestos. Our health outcomes 
are dire. We work, but we work 
multiple minimum-wage jobs. 
Our RSE and work visa whānau 
are often exploited. A lot has 
changed since the Dawn Raids 
of the 1970s. And a lot hasn’t. 
Despite this, you will get smiles, 
respect and a plate of food if 
you time it right.

There is some good stuff 
happening. Currently, our 
Pasifika have some agency 
and are doing amazing things. 
The Nelson Tasman Pasifika 
Community Trust has been 
delivering health, education, 
social services and community 
development for more than 
20 years. We have more 
recent organisations: Nelson 
Tasman Tongan Community, 

Fa’alapotopotoga Tagata 
Samoa Nelson Tasman. Our 
Fijians will be the next cab 
off the rank and we have 12 
Pasifika churches in our rohe. 
These guys are all doing great 
things, delivering positive 
community outcomes with safe 
spaces and faces. 

I do feel positive about 
our future. We have a Mayor 
and Councillors who want to 
engage, acknowledge and 
celebrate this community that 
deserves more. Personally, I 
am duty bound to serve and 
have the privilege of being 
able to follow a path set by 
my tūpuna. Also, I am raising 
two Pasifika boys and my 
grandfather would haunt me if 
I stuffed up this one.

 My community is generous, 
grateful, family and faith-
focused, hardworking, funny 
and good looking. If you are 
fortunate enough to enter our 
homes, here are some tips: 
Take off your shoes even if 
they say it’s OK, don’t swear, 
acknowledge the elder and 
don’t eat before the food is 
blessed. The little ones might 
be scared of the weird palagi 
in the house but will get over it.

Fakaaue lahi he fanogonogo 
mai.

Heritage Project Fund 
grants disestablished
As part of its decision-making on the Annual Plan 
for the 2023-24 financial year, Nelson City Council 
has decided to end the Heritage Project Fund 
grants scheme.

The Heritage Project Fund allowed 
owners of heritage properties 
listed in the Nelson Resource 
Management Plan to apply for 
grants to maintain, repair, restore 
or stabilise their heritage buildings, 
or to procure advice and work for 
seismic strengthening of heritage 

buildings, objects or sites of 
heritage value.

The grants scheme was no 
longer economically justifiable 
due to the estimated cost of 
administering the fund being 
higher than the amount of the 
grants paid. 

Councillor Matty Anderson

$1.6 million in grant  
funding awarded to three 
Nelson projects 
Three Nelson City Council projects have received a combined 
$1.6 million in the most recent round of grants from the 
Government’s Tourism Infrastructure Fund.

6   our.nelson.govt.nz Issue 178  •  13 September 2023

Nelson – A Smart Little City  •  He Tāone Tōrire a Whakatū OUR NELSON



SH6 Waka 
Kotahi 
closure
Work to asphalt the 
Link Road roundabout 
and Link Road 
Extension on State 
Highway 6 Whakatu 
Drive, Nelson will get 
underway this month. 

From 8pm until 5am on the 17-29 
September, excluding Saturday 23 
September, SH6 Whakatu Drive 
will be closed in both directions, 
between Quarantine roundabout 
and McGlashen Avenue to allow 
for this work.

The team will also complete 
road surface repairs, attend 
to guardrails, signage, and 
vegetation, sweep under and 
around wire ropes, and other 
general maintenance as required.

The shared path adjacent to 
the highway will remain open at all 
times for cyclists and pedestrians, 
while access for people travelling 
to and from Nelson Airport will 
remain in place via Quarantine 
roundabout and Quarantine Road.

nelson.govt.nz/meetings

MEETINGS

To read the latest updates or sign 
up for Our Nelson by email go to:

our.nelson.govt.nz

The following meetings of the  
Nelson City Council have been scheduled. 

Council meeting
9am 14 Sep

Audit, Risk and Finance Committee
9am 15 Sep

Joint Nelson Tasman Regional Transport 
Committee - Tasman District Council 
Chamber, 189 Queen Street, Richmond
9.30am 25 Sep

Cancelled Meeting:

Chief Executive Employment Committee, 
previously advertised to take place on 22 
September 2023, commencing at 2pm, has 
been cancelled due to insufficient business.

Chorus Art Cabinets 
ready for makeover
Nelson’s creative community is invited to show off its artistic 
flair in a new round of Chorus Art Cabinet makeovers.

The call for mural design submissions, from Arts Council 
Nelson in partnership with Nelson City Council and Chorus, 
seeks to transform five Chorus cabinets into works of art.

The cabinets chosen to receive a makeover are on Mill 
Road, Tipahi Street, Milton Street, Panorama Drive and 
Saxton Road. 

The selected artists will be paid for their work depending 
on the size of the cabinet they are allocated – , this ranges 
from $600 to $1700. Artists will also be reimbursed up to 
$150 for materials. 

The cabinets do not have a theme that must be 
followed, and artists can submit as many designs as they 
wish.

The designs will be reviewed by Arts Council Nelson's 
Arts Selection Panel.

Design submissions are open now, and close on Friday, 
29 September.

For more details and an application form, see the Arts 
Council Nelson website:

acn.org.nz/chorus-art-cabinets.html
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Saxton Field
Year 5 & 6 Tasman Regional Hockey 
Tournament – Tuesday 19 September, 
9am – 2pm

Saxton Stadium
After School Table Tennis Juniors – 
Mondays and Fridays during term time, 
3:30pm – 5pm
Nelson Home and Garden Show – 
Friday 22 – Sunday 24 September, 
10am – 4pm

Trafalgar Centre
NZ Highland Dancer of the Year – 
Saturday 30 September and Sunday 1 
October, 8am – 5pm

Founders Heritage Park
Hours: 10am – 4:30pm Daily
Illuminate Light and Sound Experience 
– Friday 8 – Sunday 10 September 
and Friday 15 – Sunday 17 September, 
5:45pm – 9pm
Stoke Memorial Hall – Temporarily 
Closed

Melrose House
Hours: Monday: 9am – 3pm, Tuesday to 
Sunday: 9am – 4pm

Isel House and Park
Hours: Now closed for the season. 
Opens again in October.
Brunch in the Park – every Saturday 
until 23 September, 9am – 1pm

Pūtangitangi Greenmeadows 
Community Centre
Tackling the Barriers to Real Climate 
Action – Thursday 14 September, 7pm

Tāhunanui Beach 
Tāhunanui Beach Clean Up – Sunday 
24 September, 10:30am – 1:30pm

Nelson Public Libraries:
Elma Turner Library 
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday: 9:30am – 6pm
Wednesday: 10am – 6pm
Saturday: 10am – 4pm

Sunday: 1pm – 4pm
Library Knitters – every Thursday, 10am 
– 12pm
Pop-up Pukapuka – Wednesday 13 
September and Wednesday 11 October, 
5:45pm – 6:30pm
Meet Luna at the Library – Saturday 16 
and Saturday 30 October, 3pm – 4pm
Mandarin Small Time – Wednesday 20 
September, 3pm – 4pm
Chinese Language Week: Mandarin 
and Tea Taster – Friday 22 September, 
3pm – 4pm
Kōrero te reo Māori – Saturday 23 
September and Saturday 7 October, 
10am – 11am
Live Music Series: Avid Opera – Sunday 
24 September, 2pm
Spring Scavenger Hunt – Monday 25 
September to Sunday 8 October
Bubs, Bubbles and Boogie – 
Wednesday 27 September, 10:30am 
– 11am
Fairy Tale Fiasco Puppet Show – 
Thursday 28 September, 2pm – 3pm
Community Corner with Employable – 
Thursday 28 September, 10am – 12pm
Community Corner: Telehealth – Friday 
29 September, 10am – 12pm
Pills, Potions and Poisonous Plants – 
Sunday 1 October, 2pm – 3:30pm
Blossom Crafts – Wednesday 4 
October, 1pm – 3pm
Young Adult Movie Afternoon – 
Thursday 5 October, 3pm – 5pm
Among Us – Friday 6 October, 10:30am 
– 12pm
Sunday Craft Club: Cosplay 
Makerspace with 501st Legion – 
Sunday 8 October, 1pm

Nightingale Library Memorial 
Hours: Monday – Friday: 12pm – 4pm
Saturday: Closed
Sunday: 1pm – 4pm

Stoke Library
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday: 9:30am – 5:30pm

Wednesday: 10am – 5:30pm
Saturday: 10am – 1pm
Sunday: Closed

Museums and Galleries:
Broadgreen House and Samuels  
Rose Gardens
Winter hours: 12pm – 3pm Daily
Langbein Time – Thursday 16 February 
– Saturday 30 September, 10:30am – 
4:30pm
Flower Dome Workshop – Sunday 24 
September, 10:30am

The Suter Art Gallery & Theatre
Hours: 9:30am – 4:30pm Daily
Exhibition: A Time to Live - Meredith 
Thorpe – Monday 11 – Saturday 30 
September, during opening hours
Exhibition: Gathered Voices – Highlights 
from the Fletcher Trust Collection 
– Thursday 31 August – Sunday 12 
November, during opening hours
Exhibition: Night Life – Saturday 22 
April – Sunday 8 October, 9.30am – 
4.30pm
Exhibition: Nelson Suter Art Society – 
Saturday 16 September – Sunday 19 
November, during opening hours

Refinery ArtSpace 
Hours: Monday – Friday from 10am – 
5pm, Saturday from 10am – 2pm
Exhibition: Black Enough by Hope River 
– Monday 11 September – Saturday 14 
October, during opening hours
Exhibition: MotherMother – Monday 
11 September – Saturday 14 October, 
during opening hours
Exhibition: Beauty Has No Borders – 
Monday 11 September – Saturday 14 
October, during opening hours
Exhibition: Invincible – Monday 18 
September – Saturday 7 October, 
during opening hours

Nelson Provincial Museum 
Hours: Weekdays from 10am – 5pm, 
Weekends & Public Holidays from 10am 
– 4:30pm 

IT'S ON...  
at a Council venue near you

Project name Likely end date Location Benefit

Awatea Place Wastewater Pump 
Station 

September 2023 Awatea Place & Parkers Road Improve wastewater network capacity and 
protect environment from overflows 

Atmore Terrace – Slip remediation 
and road reinstatement 

October 2023 Hillside and road above 16 Atmore Terrace Reinstate road amenity and protection of 
lifeline services located within carriageway. 
Remove risk of further land subsidence  

St Vincent Street Stormwater  November 2023  Intersection of St Vincent Street & Hastings St  Improve stormwater network and reduce 
flooding risk  

Saxton Creek Upgrade Stage 4 Nov/Dec 2023 Main Rd, Stoke Flood mitigation 

NRSBU Rising Main Duplication – 
Martin Point Connection 

December 2023 Connection of duplicate rising main to existing 
system at Martins Point 

Improve network capacity and resilience 

Domett Street Upgrade December 2023 Reconstruction of Domett Street Improved footpath and cycling facilities

NRSBU Rising Main Duplication 
Section 5-7 

February 2024 Railway Reserve Cycle way, Elms Street-Kotua Pl Improve network capacity and resilience 

Conewatch: Ongoing

The project to upgrade stormwater 
network around St Vincent Street  
is continuing. 

Spotlight is open! See the map below  
for access points.

All other businesses in the area are open.

Businesses 
open as 
usual near 
St Vincent 
Street 

Thank you for your patience as 
we complete this necessary work.

Nelson – A Smart Little City  •  He Tāone Tōrire a Whakatū OUR NELSON
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Get excited for this 
year’s 11 days of 
unmissable arts 
experiences!

19 – 29 OCTOBER 2023
NELSONARTSFESTIVAL.NZ Core Funder:
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And what’s more: we’re thrilled that this year’s 
Festival will again offer Pay What You Can 
(PWYC) ticketing. Ticket prices continue to 
pose a barrier and PWYC makes the Festival 
more fi nancially accessible for more of our 
community. Our biggest thanks to Manatū 
Taonga | Ministry for Culture and Heritage, and 
NBS for helping us build a love of the arts in the 
hearts of Whakatū and beyond.

WELCOME TO NELSON ARTS FESTIVAL 2023
In 2022, we sat with the (un)certainty 
of change, learning to roll with the 
punches. Sometimes it was hard to 
see how to soar with the winds, but 
the winds were still there, calling - 
and journeys are still to be taken. 
So in 2023, we look to be part of the 
momentum: rewilding, regenerating, 
rebalancing, reinvigorating.   

Mā te kimi ka kite, mā te kite ka mōhio, 
mā te mōhio ka mārama.   
Seek and discover. Discover and know. 
Know and become enlightened.  

From infl atable sculptures to doppelgängers, 
Irish Music legends to literary heroes, poetry 
coming alive on stage to dancers roaming our 
streets, we are so proud of all the incredible 
artists and events coming to Whakatū this 
October. We open the Festival with our Visual 
Arts extravaganza Night Vision and rangatahi-
led music event Tune Up, before we head to 
the Theatre Royal for the theatrical event of 
the year The Savage Coloniser Show, and ring 

in our contemporary music programme at 
the Deville Music Hub. Comedic household 
names take over both the Royal and the 
Boathouse, Cultural Conversations host 
a mini-fest of amazing artists now calling 
Whakatū home, and Pukapuka Talks takes us 
from the theatre and the library to the Brook 
Waimārama Sanctuary and the Moutere 
Hills. Classical music fans will delight in 
our offerings at NCMA and the Cathedral, 
including Reimagining Mozart underneath a 
fl oating sculpture. 

We invite you to double dates with 
extraordinary circus and dance experiences, 
ignite your senses with exhibitions at the 
Refi nery, Suter and Nelson Airport, and 
linger with the beautiful video work Te Pito
right in the heart of town. Our Access 
Programme continues to grow, with three 
NZSL interpreted and three audio described 
events, plus a pre-recorded audio described 
exhibition tour available throughout the 
Festival. For our Writers in Schools, tamariki 
are invited to workshop writing their funny 
stories, and we hope to see everyone turn up 
in their best masks at the street party of the 
year Mask Carnivale.  

...AND MORE! 200+ ARTISTS 
ACROSS 53 EVENTS  — THAT’S 
11 DAYS OF UNMISSABLE ARTS 
EXPERIENCES. FOR AND WITH 
YOU, WHAKATŪ.

NCMA  |  MON 23 OCT  |  5.30PM  |  90 MIN  |  PWYC

TE NONINGA KUMU MOTUEKA PUBLIC LIBRARY  |  WED 25 
OCT  |  7.30PM + THEATRE ROYAL  |  THURS 26 OCT  |  8PM  |  
60 MIN  |  PWYC  |  SCHOOLS SHOW: FRI 27 OCT  |  1PM

Te Tauihu ki te poi! A 
homage to kapa haka in 
Te Tauihu, this exhibition 
tells the story of kapa 
haka through the eyes 
of photographer Melissa 
Banks. Te Ara o Hine 
Rēhia presents the full 
journey from preparation 
to performance. 

A gorgeous, rejuvenating evening of chamber 
music and taonga pūoro celebrating the 
conservation work of Forest & Bird. Featuring 
performances from NZTrio, Peter Scholes, Bridget 
Douglas, Rob Thorne and Yoshiko Tsuruta.

Enter into a breath-taking world of colour, fi lled 
with large-scale soothing sensory bubbles. This 
playful textile installation by autistic artist Bailee 
Lobb explores the pursuit of self-regulation and 
sensory supports. Works from In Bathing, Bask
sit alongside a new performance-installation How
Do You Sleep At Night?, in which Bailee will sleep 
in the gallery after selecting items to match her 
current sensory needs.

As a mokopuna of Taranaki, 
Donna McLeod carried her 
Nanny’s kete to hui in the 
70s, where the kaupapa 
was the Nelson Tenths. In 
2023, her whānau live on 
papakāinga in Motueka. 
Donna refuses to let her 
mokopuna carry her kete. 
Intergenerational history. 
My history. Your history. 
Our history. Māori Theatre 
with pūrākau, taonga pūoro, 
waiata, and poetry.

Join the world’s only olive-fuelled, award-winning 
comedy circus trio on a wild ride as they bring 
people closer together, one olive at a time. Having 
toured all over the world to critical acclaim with 
their refreshing sketch format, this show is a 
perfect balance of joyful, existential, hilarious and 
incredible. Expect high-level circus, bizarre ideas 
and a bloody good night out.

Double Goer (English for Doppelgänger) 
is a surreal and physically gruelling 
new dance work by award-winning 
choreographer Sarah Foster-Sproull, 
that chronicles the meeting, battle, 
and potential demise of two 
strikingly similar women. 
Watch two powerhouses 
fi ght for supremacy and 
exert their tricks, hustle, 
and feminine wiles. Joy. 
Power. Sensuality. Rage. 
Fresh from its 
world-premiere at 
Edinburgh Fringe.

A dead kidney, a weak bladder, and a uterus 
shaped like the bunny from Donnie Darko - Hayley 
Sproull’s body is so contradictory it can handle 
cheap sav blanc but not a cube of pumpkin. 
Star of ZM Breakfast and Have You Been Paying 
Attention?, this award-winning comedian’s hour of 
music and comedy sold out at the 2023 
NZ Comedy Festival – so be quick!

TE ARA O HINE 
RĒHIA – A JOURNEY 
INTO THE WORLD OF 
KAPA HAKA

THE SAVAGE 
COLONISER SHOW

FORCE OF NATURE: 
CELEBRATING 100 
YEARS OF FOREST & BIRD

SENSORY 
SELF PORTRAITS

TENSE

RISE OF THE OLIVE

DOUBLE GOER

AILMENTS

MELISSA BANKS

TUSIATA AVIA

NZTRIO + FRIENDS

BAILEE LOBB

WRITTEN BY DONNA 
MCLEOD, PRESENTED 
BY TE ORO HĀ

LASER KIWI

FOSTER GROUP DANCE

HAYLEY SPROULL

THEATRE ROYAL  |  THURS 19 + FRI 
20 OCT  |  8PM  |  70 MIN  |  PWYC 
SCHOOLS SHOW: FRI 20 OCT  |  1PM

Fierce, furious, fabulously unforgiving: from its 
premiere at Auckland Arts Festival comes 
the celebrated stage adaptation of 
Tusiata Avia’s unapologetic poetry 
collection.Following on from the 
triumphant Wild Dogs Under My 
Skirt, and again under the artful 
direction of Anapela Polata’ivao, 
Avia’s examination of race 
and racism, the colonised 
and the coloniser, is full of 
bold humour, courage and 
lacerating truths. 

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

NZSL Interpreted Trigger Warning

NZSL Interpreted

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Audio Described

Theatre Visual ArtsWriters + 
Kōrero

Ngā Toi
 Māori

Supported by: 

REFINERY ARTSPACE  |  19 - 28 OCT  |  
NIGHT VISION: THURS 19 OCT 5PM - 8PM  |  
TUE - FRI 10AM - 5PM, SAT 10AM - 2PM  |  FREE 
See website for performance times & Audio Described tour.

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Highly VisualLow/No Language 
Barrier

Visual ArtsFamily FriendlyPremiereNgā Toi
 Māori

Audio Described

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Supported by: 

THEATRE ROYAL  |  TUES 24 + WED 25 OCT  | 
8PM  |  60 MIN  |  PWYC

Supported by:

NZSL Interpreted Trigger Warning

Circus
/Cabaret

ComedyFamily Friendly

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

THEATRE ROYAL  |  SAT 21 OCT  |  
8PM  |  60 MIN  |  PWYC

Supported by:

Audio BasedNZSL InterpretedNZSL Interpreted Trigger Warning Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

ComedyFamily Friendly

NELSON PROVINCIAL MUSEUM  |  
THROUGHOUT FESTIVAL  |  
WEEKDAYS 10AM - 5PM, 
SAT - SUN 10AM - 4.30PM  |  
FREE FOR NELSON TASMAN LOCALS

PremiereNgā Toi
 Māori

Ngā Toi
 Māori

Visual Arts

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Highly Visual Low/No Language 
Barrier

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Audio Based

Music

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Ngā Toi
 Māori

PremiereNgā Toi
 Māori

Theatre Visual ArtsMusicWriters + 
Kōrero

Ngā Toi
 Māori

NZSL Interpreted Trigger Warning

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Supported by: Nelson Magazine

Low/No Language 
Barrier

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

NZSL Interpreted Trigger Warning

Dance Family FriendlyVisual ArtsPremiereNgā Toi
 Māori

SUTER THEATRE  |  
TUES 24 + WED 25 OCT  |  
6.30PM  |  50 MIN  |  PWYC

<  SCAN HERE 
TO EXPLORE 
THE FULL 
PROGRAMME

SELLING FAST SELLING FAST
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DEVILLE 
MUSIC HUB

THURS 19 OCT — 

FRI 20 OCT —  

SAT 21 OCT —  

THURS 26 OCT —

FRI 27 OCT  — 

SAT 28 OCT   — 

DOORS 8PM  |  SUPPORT ACT 8.30PM  |  MAIN ACT 9.30PM  |  PWYC

Supported by:Supported by:

CATEGORY / GENRE

GL
OS

SA
RY

CONTENT & ACCESSIBILITY

AGE RECOMMENDATIONS

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Ngā Toi
 Māori

PremiereNgā Toi
 Māori

Theatre Visual Arts

Visual Arts

Writers + 
Kōrero

Ngā Toi
 Māori

Ngā Toi Māori

Aotearoa Premiere

Theatre

Visual Arts

Writers + Kōrero

Audio Based

Captioned 
Performance

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Audio Described

Audio Based

Audio Desctribed

Captioned Performance 

Hearing Assistive 
Technology Available

Circus
/Cabaret

Music

ComedyFamily Friendly

Dance Family FriendlyVisual Arts

Family Friendly

Circus
/Cabaret

FilmPremiere

Circus/Cabaret

Comedy

Dance

Family Friendly

Film

Music

Low/No Language 
Barrier

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Highly Visual

NZSL Interpreted

NZSL Interpreted Trigger Warning

Highly Visual

Low/No Language Barrier

NZSL Interpreted

Trigger Warning

MASK CARNIVALE
Presented by:

WINE O’CLOCK 
MYTH MEETS 
THE DRINKING GAME  
SUTER THEATRE  |  FRI 20 OCT  |  6PM  |  
60 MIN  |  PWYC

Lotta Dann (Mrs D), the author of three 
bestselling books about alcohol, joins RNZ 
broadcaster Guyon Espiner to discuss why 
the odds are stacked against those who want 
to get off booze. Buckle up for a sobering 
look into how the way you drink is shaped 
not only by your individual choice, but also by 
government, media and big business. Chaired 
by Matty Anderson. 
Supported by: Chia Sisters

DAZZLING 
NEW VOICES 
SUTER THEATRE  |  SAT 21 OCT  |  4PM  |  
60 MIN  |  PWYC

Emma Ling Sidnam, Airana Ngārewa
and Colleen Maria Lenihan discuss 
their stunning debut books and reveal 
what gave them the courage to write. 
Chaired by Paula Morris.

WITI & FRIENDS 
GALA NIGHT 
THEATRE ROYAL  |  SUN 22 OCT  |  7PM  |  
90 MIN  |  PWYC

This year marks the 50th anniversary of Witi 
Ihimaera’s Tangi, the fi rst novel written by a 
Māori author to be published in New Zealand. 
Join Witi and six fellow Māori writers at this 
special gala event to celebrate Aotearoa 
storytelling: Emma Espiner (MC), Vaughan 
Rapatahana, Ruby Solly, Donna McLeod, 
Arihia Latham and Airana Ngārewa.

THERE’S A CURE 
FOR THIS   
THEATRE ROYAL  |  
SUN 22 OCT  |  1.30PM  |  60 MIN  |  PWYC

Award-winning doctor and writer 
Dr Emma Espiner discusses her 
stunning debut memoir, There’s a cure 
for this, with Arihia Latham. Together 
they kōrero about hurt and healing, love 
and loss, life and death, motherhood 
and medicine. 

FORAGING YOUR WAY 
TO WELLNESS  
MOUTERE HILLS COMMUNITY CENTRE  |  
MON 23 OCT  |  12PM  |  60 MIN  |  PWYC

Explore the fascinating world of fungi with 
Liv Sisson (Fungi of Aotearoa) and Valetta 
Sówka (Family of Forest and Fungi He 
Tukutuku Toiora). Chaired by fellow fungi 
fanatic Sylvan Thomson.
Keen for lunch? Pre-order local kai when you 
book your ticket. Drinks for sale on the day.

TACKLING HATE: 
FACING UP TO 
FEAR & LOATHING IN AOTEAROA   
THEATRE ROYAL  |  SUN 22 OCT  |  11AM  |  
60 MIN  |  PWYC

Join poet Tusiata Avia, activist Jennifer Shields
and disinformation researcher Byron C Clark
as they discuss both their lived experience of 
hatred and what we can do to protect ourselves 
and others. Chaired by Madeleine Chapman
(Editor, The Spinoff). MEET AT REFINERY ARTSPACE  |  FRI 27 OCT DURING MASK 

CARNIVALE  SAT 28 OCT  |  10AM + 12PM  |  50 MIN  |  FREE

Celebrated choreographer 
director Malia Johnston
brings together seven 
incredible independent 
dance artists from across 
Aotearoa and Australia 
for the immersive 
experience Tōrua. 
From recent seasons 
at CubaDupa and HOTA 
Queensland, follow these 
spectacular movers as 
they bring their movement 
response to the alleyways 
and streets of Whakatū.

Arrive early for headsets. 
Wear walking shoes.

TŌRUA
MOVEMENT OF 
THE HUMAN

THEATRE ROYAL  |  SAT 28 OCT  |  6.30PM  |  60 MIN  |  PWYC

Celebrated singer-songwriter 
Theia presents re-imagined songs 
from her critically acclaimed alt-pop 
catalogue alongside dreamy 
waiata from her award-winning 
reo Māori project Te Kaahu. 
Theia’s lyrics are often raw 
and confrontational, while 
Te Kaahu explores cultural 
identity, environment 
and spirituality. Bringing 
together both projects for 
this Aotearoa premiere 
tour, this powerful 
songwriter presents 
music of soaring heights 
and devastating depths.

GIRL, IN A 
SAVAGE WORLD
THEIA X TE KAAHU

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

NZSL Interpreted Trigger Warning

MusicNgā Toi
 Māori

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Supported by: Tohu Wines

A forever Festival favourite, Carnivale is for 
everyone - bring the whole whānau and see 
the city come alive with amazing local talent 
alongside one of our brightest alt-pop stars. 
Enjoy pop-up performances, play games, 
share delicious kai and wander our laneways 
with world-class dancers in Tōrua.   

PUKAPUKA TALKS
Presented by:

Keen to don your 
best mask and 
costume in the 
Parade? 
Jump online to 
register now: 

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Family Friendly Dance Family FriendlyVisual Arts Music

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Dance Family FriendlyVisual ArtsFamily Friendly

MĀ & THE FLY HUNNIES

CHAII

KITA

JAZMINE MARY

MASK CARNIVALE AFTERPARTY 
WITH DELUSIONAL DISCO DRONGOS

JUJULIPPS + INFORDIN

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Audio BasedNZSL Interpreted Trigger Warning Writers + 
Kōrero

Ngā Toi
 Māori

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Audio Based Ngā Toi
 Māori

Writers + 
Kōrero

Ngā Toi
 Māori

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

NZSL Interpreted Trigger Warning

SUTER THEATRE  |  SUN 22 OCT  |  
4PM  |  60 MIN  |  PWYC

“Why don’t we talk about it?”, asks this vital 
new digital performance about the climate 
catastrophe. Weaving his personal story with 
spoken word, rap, theatre and the scientifi c facts, 
Fehinti charts a course through the fundamental 
issues underpinning the emergency, and sharing 
how, as a young Black British man, he has found 
his place in the climate movement.

CAN I LIVE?

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Audio Based Writers + 
Kōrero

Ngā Toi
 Māori

Ngā Toi
 Māori

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Writers + 
Kōrero

Ngā Toi
 Māori

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Audio Based

Writers + 
Kōrero

Ngā Toi
 Māori

Ngā Toi
 Māori

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

NZSL InterpretedNZSL Interpreted Trigger Warning

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Audio BasedNZSL Interpreted Trigger Warning Writers + 
Kōrero

Ngā Toi
 Māori

SELLING FAST

FEHINTI BALOGUN + 
COMPLICITÉ

Audio DescribedCaptioned 
Performance

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

NZSL Interpreted Trigger Warning

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Hearing Assisting 
Technology Available

Circus
/Cabaret

FilmPremiereTheatre Visual ArtsPremiereNgā Toi
 Māori
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